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Introduction: Some people may not be aware that the book of Psalms is filled with references to the Messiah. While David was not a prophet in the traditional sense, God did reveal things to David about the coming Saviour. God had promised David that his lineage would be on the throne forever; consequently, David understood that the Messiah would come from his family line. It was a great honor for David to know that God would bless his family in allowing the Saviour to be born through his descendants. The promise that God had made to David was no secret to the Jews living immediately before the arrival of Christ. They expected that God would raise up a man who would lead them out of captivity and reestablish the kingdom of Israel. What the Jews failed to understand was that this King would not just be another man. This King was going to be the King – the very Son of God. Jesus quoted the first portion of Psalm 110 when He was speaking to the Pharisees. He asked them whose son the Christ would be. They told him that the Messiah was to be the son of David. This proved that the Pharisees only saw this king as just another one in their nation’s history. Jesus pointed out that they had missed the obvious truth that David proclaimed in Psalm 110. David called this King his Lord. By this, we know that Psalm 110 is speaking expressly about Jesus Christ.

I. THE KING IS SEATED ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, WHICH IS THE HIGHEST POSITION OF HONOR. (1-2)

A. Notice that the Heavenly Father has given unique placement to the King, unlike any other person or even angel (1; 1 Peter 3:22; Hebrews 1:13, 8:1, 10:12, 12:2; Colossians 3:1; Ephesians 1:20; Romans 8:34; Acts 2:34; 7:55-56; Luke 22:69). No king has ever been given such high honor as our Lord Jesus Christ. It is amazing the number of times that this statement about the Lord Jesus is mentioned in the New Testament. Surely, the disciples were in awe when they considered that the very same Jesus that they walked with daily was and still is sitting on the right hand of God. No one else has ever been given that honor. Even the angels are not worthy to sit on the right hand of God. In fact, Satan’s act of pride was to promote himself to this position of equivalence with the almighty God. Yet, he was not worthy of such an honor. It is important to note that David refers to both the Heavenly Father and His Son as Lord. Specifically, he refers to Jesus as “my Lord.” David understood the deity of both the Father and the Son, and he also understood the need to claim the Son as his Lord. 

B. Notice that the King is in a position of waiting, as the Father prepares the way for Him (1-2; Hebrews 10:13). It is normal for royalty to wait until the way is made proper for their arrival. This is the position that we currently find Jesus in. He is awaiting the time that the Father has prepared for His grand return. This is why He is currently seated. He has fulfilled His responsibility. He has endured all of the suffering and shame that He will ever have to encounter. When the King stands up again, it will be time for Him to claim what rightfully belongs to Him. The Heavenly Father is making preparation for the kingdom for His Son. He will ultimately destroy the enemies of the King. They will be made as His footstool. His strength will be made clear to all of the enemies of the Holy God of Israel. The world might think that the Lord has gone passive in this current hour, yet the Bible tells us that the Heavenly Father is working all things together toward the grand conclusion and global crowning of His Son. While we cannot see the work of the Heavenly army, we can be assured that they are busy making plans for the coming of the King.

II. THE KING WILL HAVE A WILLING CONGREGATION OF FOLLOWERS WHO WILL FOLLOW HIM IN HOLINESS AND YOUTHFULNESS. (3)

A. Notice that the King has willing followers who are eagerly waiting for His reign (3). Clearly, the Bible is referring to the second coming and millennial reign of Jesus Christ. The King will have His willing followers there to serve Him faithfully. Even all the people of the world will gladly submit to Him as the King. Many kingdoms have come and gone, and there is always a subset of any kingdom who are resistant to the reign of a king. Yet, there will be full cooperation in the kingdom of the King. All of the saints will rejoice daily in being able to partake in His earthly reign. We will have positions of authority in Christ’s kingdom. During the millennial reign of Christ, Satan will be bound up in Hell. There will be no resistance to the authority of the King. This shows us that the rebellion of man is an orchestration of Satan. The hearts of sinful men are in the hand of their father – Satan. They carry out his bidding in this present world. Yet, when the wicked one is bound, there will be no resisting.  

B. Notice that the King will reign with holiness and youthfulness (3). When the King reigns over the earth, He will reign with perfect holiness. He will establish a just kingdom. Mankind will no longer be subjected to the whims of sinful leaders. There will be no questions or challenges to the integrity of the King during the millennial reign. All of the world will know that He is holy. The Bible also mentions the youthfulness of His kingdom. David understood how age affected every king. As King David aged, he became more susceptible to attacks and rebellions from his followers. The people would desire for a fresh start from a younger king. When the King takes His rightful place over the earth, He will reign with youthfulness. There will be no deterioration in His reign over the years. He will reign just as vibrantly in day one as He will on the final day before the last battle of the Earth. 

III. THE KING HAS UNITED THE OFFICES OF KING AND PRIEST TOGETHER AGAIN. (4)

A. Notice that the Heavenly Father has given Jesus the eternal office of priest (4). David reveals that the Heavenly Father has promised priesthood to Jesus, and He has also committed Himself to never taking it back or changing His position. By His death on the cross of Calvary, Jesus made the atonement sacrifice for the entire world. The primary responsibility of a priest is to act as an intercessor between man and God. When the King returns to the earth, He will continue His role as the Priest. Through Him, mankind will have access to the Heavenly Father. During David’s reign, the priesthood belonged to the sons of Aaron. Yet, there was never any promise given to Aaron or his sons that their time as priests would continue endlessly. Jesus did not come as a priest in the line of Aaron. Hebrews 7 makes this perfectly clear to us. The Law had been fulfilled; thus, there was no more need for a Levitical priest. However, there were priests before the establishment of the Levitical priesthood.

B. Notice that Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizedek (4). Melchizedek is one of the most mysterious characters in the Bible. He was a priest during the days of Abraham. This makes him the first priest recorded in the Word of God, many years prior to the establishment of the Levitical priesthood. Not only was Melchizedek a priest, though, he was also the King of Salem. This city would later go on to be called Jerusalem, the capital city of the nation of Israel. The Bible tells us that Abraham paid a tithe to this man. During the reign of kings in Israel, none of the kings were allowed to handle any of the responsibilities of the priests. Some of the kings who tried were severely punished by the Lord. Yet, the story of Melchizedek shows us that God’s original design before the separation of the positions of priest and king was to have one office. Consider the fact that God first told Moses to go by himself to rescue the nation of Israel from Egypt. It wasn’t until Moses revealed his lack of faith that God authorized the assistance of Aaron, who would later go on to be the first Levitical priest for Israel. David looked forward to the day when the King would return the priestly office back to the throne. Today, we know that the Lord has already made the offering as our great High Priest.

IV. THE KING WILL JUDGE THOSE WHO CAUSED HIM TO SUFFER SHAME. (5-7)

A. Notice the extent of the judgment that the King will bring down upon the heathens and nations of the world (5-6). Verse 6 gives us a very somber glance at the judgment that the King will issue upon the world. The Bible says that He shall fill the places with the dead bodies. This is not just referring to the eternal judgment of the lost, but this is dealing with the terrible wrath that will be bestowed upon the world during the end times. The dead will be so great in number that all the places to put them will be filled. What a terrible thought that is! The Bible says that the King will also wound the heads over many countries. It will not matter how much power one holds in that day. There will be no leader who will be able to stand against the wrath of the Lord. He will strike through kings. 

B. Notice that the reason for the wrath is the suffering that the king had to endure (7). David prophesied in this Psalm of the first and second coming of the Lord. In verse 7, he observes how the King had to drink of the brook in the way. This was that bitter cup that our Saviour drank for us. It was the cup of suffering and humiliation. It was not the cup that a king should drink. Yet, David tells us that He shall lift up the head. He will no longer be a humiliated and suffering King. He will judge the world for His death. He will judge the world for their sin. Thankfully, as believers, we do not have to be fearful of that day. We have already chosen to willingly follow the King of kings. 
 
Conclusion: As we celebrated the birth of Christ during this holiday seasons, let’s remember to consider exactly who He is. The King of all nations came and submitted Himself to the form of a child. The King, whose rightful place is on the right hand of the Father, took up the cross of Calvary to pay for our sins. No other king has ever submitted himself to such lowliness for his people, yet Jesus did that for you and me. We should rejoice that we follow the victorious King of kings. One day, He will return in all of His power and glory! 
