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Introduction: Psalm 12 is another psalm written by King David under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. In this psalm, David is filled with complaint. He has observed the society around him, and he is disgusted at what he has discovered. There is wickedness throughout every corner of the earth. Going back to the beginning, there has not been a set generation to corner the market on wickedness in their day. The righteous followers of God in every age have each had to face the reality of the wickedness of the world. Not even the wicked day of Noah can be claimed as being more wicked than this present day. Believers, today, must not view their situation as unique. We are not the first generation to have to face the challenges of a wicked and hateful world. We must not develop a victim mentality that uses the condition of the world to validate the lack of holiness and apathy in our own lives. We are to look at the world with hopefulness in its salvation. We are to press forward in our service for the Lord. Let’s see the similarities between David’s day and our own, and then we will observe what David did to keep himself moving forward.

I. DAVID LONGED FOR THE GODLY MEN OF THE PREVIOUS GENERATION, AND HE FOUND IT HARD TO FIND A FAITHFUL MAN IN HIS DAY. (1)

A. Notice that every generation has to have their own Godly men. They can’t rely on the men from the previous generation (1a). This psalm was most likely written during the end of David’s life. When David was younger, he had several men he looked up to as Godly examples. The greatest example was most likely Samuel, as all of Israel mourned at his passing. Now that David was an older man, he longed for those Godly men of the previous generation. Yet, even Godly men must face their appointment with death on this earth. The responsibility now fell upon David to be that Godly man for his generation. David struggled because he felt so all alone. He did not see many others that were standing for what was right. I believe our generation today is facing the same problem. We’ve come to the realization that Godly men cease. They don’t stay around here on this earth forever. There have been great preachers, missionaries, evangelists, and church members in our previous generation. Yet, many of these dear saints are already with the Lord. We must fill those voids. Like David, we recognize the tremendous pressure of this gap. We can only fill it by calling on the help of the Lord.

B. Notice that every generation witnesses firsthand the transition of some from faithful men to fallen men (1b). Many church members are looking around at empty pews today and realizing how many faithful brethren have fallen by the wayside. It seems like the great falling away that’s spoken of in the New Testament is happening in this very hour, and maybe it is. Yet, we must understand that every generation witnesses the transition of some from faithful to fallen. The generation that follows does not see the full transition. They only know the final outcome for these people. From history’s perspective, many of those that were faithful but fell away are just seen as the fallen. Not every detail of their fall is preserved for the next generation to examine. Consequently, we are left to look at our present day with a greater disgust as we get to witness the falling as it takes place. David witness the fall of men who were once his close allies and friends. He saw men turn away from their desire to live for God. He himself had a great struggle in his older age to continue to be faithful. Again, David needed help from the Lord.

II. DAVID WITNESSED THE SHALLOWNESS, SELF-ABSORBED, AND SUPERIOR ATTITUDE OF HIS GENERATION, AND HE LOOKED FORWARD TO THE LORD’S RESPONSE. (2-4)

A. Notice that every generation faces the same struggle with vanity (2a). As we read these next several verses, it’s hard not to see such a great parallel to our present day, but the truth is that the struggle with vanity and shallowness is a struggle for every generation. The people in David’s day spent much of their time talking to each other in vanity. Can you believe that they did this without Facebook, Instagram, or any other social media app? They were a generation that believed they had the most important things to say, but the truth is that their speech was frivolous and meaningless. It was done for their own vanity. Maybe, they spoke things that made them look smart. There might have been others who spoke things for popularity or other reasons. As we look around us and see so much vain talk today, we must remember that vanity and pride are a battle for every generation and for every person. We must be diligent in hating pride and vanity and keeping them from creeping up into our hearts and minds. 

B. Notice that every generation has to make a decision whether to value their own opinions and conversations more than the opinions and conversations of those before them (2b, 4). Thankfully, not every generation makes the mistake that David’s generation made. There are some generations who are more receptive to the foundations and landmarks that have already been established. However, most generations are sadly similar to David’s. Certainly, we see our current generation clearly represented in the Text. David said that the people had flattering lips and speech from a double heart. They were complementing each other, but it was really superficial because they were only complementing as a means to get compliments for themselves. Wow! Doesn’t that sound like today. We “like” something that someone posts, and then we wait to receive “likes” back. It is our way of validating our own opinions with our generation. Very few truly stop to measure the worth of an idea or comment, especially in comparing how that comment might agree with the Word of God. David noticed that his generation had put a great importance on their words. They were defiant. They fought with their words. Their common opinion gave them confidence that they could not be wrong, nor could they be stopped.

III. DAVID LIVED IN A GENERATION THAT CARED VERY LITTLE FOR THOSE WHO WERE POOR AND NEEDY, BUT HE STILL EXPECTED THE LORD TO DELIVER THEM. (5)

A. Notice that every generation has those who are poor, and the common theme is the oppression of those individuals (5a). From the fall of man until now, there have always been those who were poor. Even when the world had a much smaller population and an abundance of resources enough for every person, you can be sure that there were still those who were poor. Why? The Bible tells us that man is greedy. People take for themselves, and they do that which is right in their own eyes. Their fleshly appetite can never fully be satiated. They always have to get more. There are also some who are poor because of health issues that came after the fall of man, and I am sure there are also many who are poor because they fit the Bible definition of the sluggard. In David’s day, there was not much sympathy for the poor. Instead, there was a disdain. People took advantage of the poor and oppressed them for their own personal benefits. Today, the world has many people who are greatly lacking in material substance. They are considered poor by the world’s standards. Not much is being done for these people today either. While there are many charities and programs for the poor, who really cares enough for them to help them find true and permanent help like the help found in Jesus Christ?

B. Notice that every generation should have people like David who will show the true love of God to those who are in need (5b). David looked to the Lord for the deliverance of the poor and the needy. This is the answer that all Christians must understand. The answer isn’t money. The answer isn’t some other material gift. The answer to those who are without is Jesus Christ. We cannot rely upon those in the world to take care of the poor and needy because they truly do not sympathize with them or even have empathy for them. We see so many poor and hurting people today that it becomes easy to get overwhelmed by the volume and to do nothing. Yet, every generation has these people, and they are in great need of the Gospel.

IV. DAVID WATCHED AS WICKEDNESS DOMINATED IN HIS GENERATION, BUT HE KEPT HIS HOPE IN THE WORD OF GOD. (6-8)

A. Notice that every generation has wicked men, but the decision is in whether that generation will exalt such a person (8). It wasn’t just that the people in his day were wicked; it was the fact that they openly celebrated wickedness. David observed that those who were the worst in society were being promoted in front of the people. This had to be very upsetting to David. The vilest in society should not be well-regarded. Sadly, that’s often not the case. Our society, today, does the same in promoting the vilest members of the world. The members of Hollywood are stars among us, yet they are some of the most wicked people in all of the world. 

B. [bookmark: _GoBack]Notice that every generation needs men who treasure the Word of God (6-7). In the midst of his observations about society, David rejoiced over the Word of God. This helped him to stay encouraged during the dark hours of his life. Every generation needs to have men who have a genuine love and appetite for the Word of God. Without the Word, there is no hope for the people in this world. After all, we know that Jesus Christ is the Word. Consequently, when we see the darkness of the world, we ought to boldly proclaim the Word of God to the lost. Let’s strive to be that generation that has many men who are hungry for the Bible. Let’s take care of the poor and needy by sharing the Gospel. 
 

