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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: In our ninth lesson in this Sunday School series, we explored Psalm 51 and saw the repentance of David after he had sinned against the Lord with Bathsheba. In that psalm, we saw David at one of the lowest points in his life. He was a sorrowful and humble man. He had been rebuked by the prophet Nathan, and he was dealing with the consequences of his sin. In Psalm 32, we find King David after the situation has concluded. God has forgiven his sins, and David is ready to put the past behind him. He has fully embraced the forgiveness that God offered to him. He had been told by the prophet that God had put away his sin (2 Samuel 12:13). While we know that God is a forgiving God, the responsibility falls on us to accept His forgiveness and press forward. Satan wants us to dwell in our sins and failures. He doesn’t want us to embrace God’s forgiveness. On the other hand, God wants us to know that He is a forgiving God. To reinforce this, He inspired Paul to quote the first portion of this psalm in Romans 4:6-8. That particular chapter of Romans is focused on our justification by faith. Paul used David as an example of someone who was justified by faith in spite of his sins. As we look at this psalm today, the hope is that each person will be encouraged to fully embrace God’s forgiveness that he has offered to every man.

I. WE FIND TREMENDOUS BLESSING THROUGH THE FULL RESPONSE OF GOD TO THE REPENTANT SINNER. (1-2)

A. Notice that the Lord forgives our transgressions (1a). The term transgression refers to an offense or an act against a law or rule. The implication is that a transgression has a legal consequence that is owed to the offender. The use of this word is meant to show us that God’s forgiveness is not empty. He is not just forgiving us of something that has no consequence. He is forgiving us of a transgression worthy of death. When the prophet Nathan told David that his sin had been put away, he was careful to tell David that he would not die. We know that every transgression against God is worthy of eternal death. In David’s case, though, he had committed a transgression that was also worthy of physical death. As a result, he was especially joyful when considering the extant of God’s forgiveness.

B. Notice that the Lord covers our sins (1b). Since the garden of Eden, man has tried to cover his sins. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God after they had eaten the fruit. Cain tried to hide the body of his slain brother. Achan tried to hide the accursed thing that he had taken from Jericho. David tried to hide his relationship with Bathsheba by sending Uriah home to be with his wife. The sinner knows the foolishness of his sins and wishes for them to be covered. Many men have tried to hide their sins from themselves, others, and even from God. Unfortunately, we know that man cannot cover over his own sins. The Bible tells us in Proverbs 28:13 that the man who covers his sins won’t prosper. Yet, God promises to cover the sins of those who confess them to Him. Sin is repugnant to the Lord; hence, He greatly desires to cover sin and its darkness. 

C. Notice that the Lord does not impute our iniquity on our account (2a). Thirdly, there is great blessing for the forgiven because God does not impute our iniquity on us. Aren’t we glad that the Lord does not count every sin against us? Through our faith in Jesus Christ, our account is cleared of all wrongdoing. If we were to equate this to a court of law, we could say that we did not have to serve any prison time for our crime, our records were sealed, and our criminal history showed free and clear of any charges. In fact, other portions of Scripture tell us that God imputes righteousness instead. Consequently, our record only shows good and acceptable behavior. Could you imagine how much rejoicing there would be for a criminal to receive such overwhelming expunging of his crimes? For the Christian, this is what the Lord has done for us.

D. Notice that the Lord helps to remove the guile of the spirit (2b). David’s spirit was full of guile after his sin with Bathsheba. As mentioned, he looked for ways to cover his sin. He was dishonest and deceitful. He was looking for a way to escape the punishment that he was owed. Yet, David now speaks of a spirit with no guile. How could he no longer have guile in his spirit? The answer is that David was no longer guilty. With no guilt, there is no reason for guile. The spirit is free from the need for deceit. There is nothing but open and honest communication with the Lord. There is great freedom in honesty. Deceit can be greatly binding. It ensnares its author in a web of sorrow and endless scheming. The Christian has great freedom of spirit. There is no need for guile or dishonesty. We are sinner who have been saved by the grace of God.


II. WE FIND GREAT RELIEF WHEN WE EMBRACE GOD’S FORGIVENESS. (3-5)

A. Notice that the Lord’s hand is no longer heavy when we seek forgiveness for our sins (3-4). King David was greatly sorrowed by his sin. It kept him awake at night. It was a cause of many tears. The Lord troubles the heart of the sinner to the extent that there can be no doubt that the sinner has wronged God. David is not referring to God’s hand issuing punishment upon him. David is referring to the time between his transgression and when he finally confessed it. During that time, God would not give peace to the king. The compelling hand of God is so strong that the sinner will ultimately cry out in repentance or cry out in total rebellion against God. Peace is not possible for the one with unconfessed sin. Each day that passed, the hand of the Lord weighed heavier and heavier upon David. Imagine the relief that David experienced when his sin was finally forgiven. He was able to sleep again at night. His tears dried up like a drought in the summer.  

B. Notice that the Lord gives immediate forgiveness to the sinner who honestly acknowledges and confesses his sins (5). When David finally acknowledged and confessed his sins, he found instant forgiveness from the Lord. The response from the prophet was not delayed. David was told immediately that he had been forgiven. A person with pain searches for immediate relief. He will look far and wide to find a quick end to his suffering. David had been troubled for many nights, yet his relief came in one swift moment. The thief on the cross spent a lifetime in sin and its subsequent pain, yet he found instant relief at Calvary. There are many lost souls in this world who are suffering greatly from the consequences of sin. If only they knew that relief could be found so quickly through Jesus Christ, what a great day it would be for them!

III. WE FIND COMFORTING SAFETY WHEN WE EMBRACE GOD’S FORGIVENESS. (6-7)

A. Notice that the Lord is available in times of trouble (6). David now focuses on the state of things after his initial relief found in God’s forgiveness. He observed that this relief was not temporary. God was not going to forgive David only to allow him to fall into trouble. David recognized that God was accessible to him in spite of what he had done. Since his guilt had not been charged to his account, David could boldly go before the throne of grace and ask for deliverance in times of trouble. In fact, this is exactly what David did in the months following his confession. He prayed diligently for the Lord to show mercy in sparing the child that would be born. While God’s judgment was sure in this instance, God did bless David by later giving him a son through Bathsheba. That son would go on to become the next king over Israel. David did not punish himself with his sin by withdrawing from prayer.

B. Notice that the Lord gives us songs of deliverance (7). As noted, David did not fully escape the punishment for his sin, but he did still have many songs of deliverance. He observed that the Lord had preserved him from additional trouble that would have come from what he had done. The Christian can expect the same today. God’s forgiveness does not remove the potential for punishment on this earth. There are many earthly consequences of sin. Yet, we will still have many songs of deliverance to sing. Most importantly, we are freed from the eternal consequence of that sin. We will never have to spend even a moment in hell because of the blood of Jesus Christ on our account.

IV. WE FIND AN EASY PATH FORWARD WHEN WE EMBRACE GOD’S FORGIVENESS. (8-11)

A. Notice that the Lord has a direction that He wants us to go (8). The Lord desires to lead us as a shepherd leads his sheep. Sin keeps us from heading down this path, as the Lord is leading us down the path of righteousness. Furthermore, sin is open rebellion against God’s plan and direction for us. We are willingly going the other direction when we offend God’s Law. Naturally, the sooner we repent and seek God’s forgiveness, the easier it is to start heading back down the right path. Life is much easier when we allow God to direct us, as it takes the pressure off of us and puts it all on God. Our responsibility is simply to trust Him. 

B. Notice that the Lord desires for us to be willing followers of Him (9-11). The illustration given is of a horse and a mule. A horse, by nature, is a wild animal. He does not wish to be ridden, and he does not wish to be tamed. They do not understand what it is that the rider wants until the bit and bridle are used to break the will of that horse. A mule is a very stubborn animal. It is said to be more intelligent than a horse. Yet, its intelligence is offset by its strong desire to resist instruction from its owner. It does not want to pull a cart. It does not want to do anything difficult. Again, this animal can only take instruction when it is given by force. It must be broken. In this psalm, we are instructed not to be like these animals. God looks for a submissive heart. He shows great favor to those who willingly humble themselves and yield to His Spirit. Only sorrow waits for those who refuse to repent and seek forgiveness.

