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Introduction: Psalm 96 is another psalm written by King David. It is a direct follow up to Psalm 95. In Psalm 95, David encourages God’s people to praise and give thanks to God for their salvation. It was not a psalm for the lost or the heathen nations. Specifically, David was calling for Israel to reflect among themselves about God’s goodness toward them. On the other hand, Psalm 96 is a call for God’s people to witness or proclaim God’s goodness to the outside world. Witnessing to the lost is not specific to the New Testament age. There was an expectation that the Israelites would publicly share their faith in the true God with other countries and people that they encountered. While the methods and opportunities of that time were certainly different, there are several examples of Gentile converts in the Old Testament. Proverbs 11:30 directly addresses the soul winner by referring to him as a wise person. Certainly, this tells us that the idea of winning souls to God is not limited to the New Testament. As we look at Psalm 96 this morning, we will observe some of the instruction given to us from King David in proclaiming the goodness of God to the outside world.

I. WE ARE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH A DAILY FRESHNESS.  (1-2)
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A. Notice that the psalmist commands us to sing a new song (1). It is interesting that verse 1 starts with a command to sing a new song because there are several other psalms (songs) that sound very similar to Psalm 96. This tells us that it wasn’t so much about having new words or a new message; it had more to do with singing the song with a freshness. We sing many of the same songs throughout the year during church. The songs are definitely not new. Yet, each time we sing the songs, we ought to sing them with a newness as if we were singing them for the first time. That’s the sense of the Gospel. The message of the Gospel never changes. It is not a new message. For the soul winner, though, we ought to find daily newness in the Gospel message. It should never be stale. The Gospel is not a sales pitch. It is not a set of words that you memorize. The Gospel is the message of Jesus Christ. That message ought to be new every day. The lost should see the freshness of the Gospel message when we present it to them. How can they be compelled if our message is old and cold? We are hindering the Holy Spirit’s work if we do not ensure that we get refreshed in the Gospel daily.

B. Notice that the psalmist commands us to show our salvation daily (2). The psalmist makes it plain. We are to show how God has saved us. Notice that verse 2 starts by again instructing us to sing a song unto the Lord and to bless His name. These two commands are connected in verse 2, so this is one combined thought. This tells us that we will not be a witness daily like we ought to be if we do not renew a daily praise of God. In other words, there is a connection between our church attendance, Bible reading, prayer time, and witnessing. If we do not have a relationship with Christ like we should have, then it is very unlikely that we will witness for Him. Witnessing is a form of praise. It is an outward expression of praise, as we tell others the power and goodness of God through salvation. If there is not an inward expression of praise, there will not be an outward one. This is why it’s so important to start your day in prayer and in God’s Word. This readies your mind and your heart for the day. It helps you to be sensitive to the spiritual condition of others that you will encounter. We must train ourselves to be daily witnesses for Christ.

II. WE ARE TO SHARE THAT THE GOSPEL IS SUPERIOR TO ANY OTHER MESSAGE. (3-6)

A. Notice that the psalmist commands us to show the glory and power of God and to make the world know that He is worthy of a reverential fear (3-4). The command is not just to tell the heathen about God. The heathen knows that there is a God. The question is who is the God and who has the true message of God? All of the nations around Israel had gods that they worshipped. They understood that there was someone who was superior to them. The psalmist commanded the Israelites to win the heathen by declaring the glory and wonders of God. There was little doubt in the mind of David that any person who saw God’s power would have to admit that He is the Lord. We are to show the world that our God is the true and powerful God. He is a God Who is worthy to be feared. There are many witnesses today who willingly choose to show God in a less-powerful light. They water-down the Gospel message when they do this. They think that showing a God worthy of fear will scare away those who are lost. The truth is that a healthy fear of God is what draws men to salvation. It’s not what pushes people away. 



B. Notice that the psalmist commands us to make clear that God is the only God (5-6). In verse 5, we are reminded that all the gods of the nations are idols. The Lord made the heavens. As we are witnessing to the lost, we should be clear in helping them understand that Jesus is the ONLY way for salvation. The false religions of the world are slowly moving toward an acceptance of other gods within their belief system. There are already “Christians” who believe that Muslims are worshipping the same god as the God of the Bible. We must strongly reject this line of thinking and show others that our God is the true God. How can they put their faith in Jesus Christ alone if we do not let them know that the gods of this world are but idols? 

III. WE ARE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL AS AN OFFERING OF SERVICE UNTO THE LORD. (7-9)

A. Notice that the psalmist commands us to give an offering of glory unto God (7-9). The tone for this portion of the psalm changes, as we move from singing to giving. When we think about giving to God, we mostly think about financial giving. Most of us understand that there are different things that we can give to God beyond just money. Most importantly, we are to give Him our life for service. Witnessing for Christ is something else that we can give God. When we witness, we are giving glory to God. We should stop and consider which gift God values more – our wealth or a voice that glorifies God? Christians who desire to please God are convicted to give financially to the Lord through the local church. We recognize that a lack of giving is equivalent to robbing God. We should recognize the same when it comes to giving praise and glory to God through sharing the Gospel. Each week that passes where we don’t share the Gospel is a week where we have robbed God of an offering of glory. The Bible says that we are to give God the glory due unto His name. We owe it to Him and are obligated to pay.

B. Notice that the psalmist commands us to give an offering of strength unto God (7-9). The other item requested is our strength. Of course, this further echoes the call to witness. Strength implies putting our body into action. Witnessing requires strength. It requires effort. We only have so much strength. We use this strength to get out of bed each morning. We use this strength to labor in our jobs. We use this strength to care for the family and do things around the home. We use this strength for our hobbies. At the end of each day, our strength fails, and we have to rest. Many people don’t witness because they don’t have the strength to do it. They’ve spent all of it on other things. We must purposefully give our strength to God. We must commit some of our daily energy to witnessing. Our flesh does not care to share the Gospel. It has to be made to do it. Let’s give God our strength in witnessing! 

IV. WE ARE TO SHARE THAT THE GOSPEL IS TRULY WORLD-CHANGING. (10-13)

A. Notice that the psalmist commands us to let the heathen know that the reign of the Lord will stabilize this ever-moving world (10). People all throughout society talk about changing the world. It is not hard for a person to find fault in this world. Many people are looking for ways that they can create a positive change on this earth. The psalmist tells us to speak to those who are lost. We are to let them know that when the Lord reigns, the earth will be established. Instead of exerting all of their efforts into making minimal changes that will ultimately make no difference in the direction of this planet, we ought to tell them about the world-changing power of Jesus Christ. The world was greatly flawed during David’s day, and it is still that way today. In fact, we know that the world is waxing worse and worse. Consequently, the message of the Gospel ought to have an even greater impact in such a dark day that we live in.

B. Notice that the psalmist commands us to let the heathen know that the world is eager for the Lord (11-13). Even the world itself longs for the reign of Jesus Christ, not just the people in the world. The world knows who its creator is. It knows the perfection in which it was created in, and it longs for a return back to that perfection. The earth is glad at the Gospel message. It provides it with hope of the future. The Bible says that the seas will roar, the fields will be joyful, and all of the trees will rejoice. The earth belongs to the Lord. We must let the lost know that this is His planet, and He will return to claim what is His. 


Conclusion: Let’s do all that we can to share the Gospel message with the world. It was Israel’s responsibility to let the world know that they were a blessed people. It’s the church’s job now to let the world know that we are a blessed people. Let’s share the Gospel with a daily freshness. Let’s be sure to tell the world that our God is the true God. Let’s remember that witnessing is one of the ways that we give to God. Let’s change the world for Christ!
 





