PSALM 136
A Psalm of Thanksgiving to a Merciful God

Sunday School Lesson 8
Exploring the Psalms
11/24/2019


Introduction: With it being Thanksgiving week, our psalm for today is Psalm 136. This is a song of thanksgiving that was sung at the inaugural ceremony of Solomon’s temple. After Solomon ended a prayer of dedication, fire came down from Heaven and consumed the burnt offering and sacrifices. The glory of the Lord filled the temple, making it impossible for the priests to enter into the temple. When the people saw the fire and glory of God, they all bowed themselves to the ground and praised God by singing Psalm 136. During the reign of King Jehoshaphat, the Ammonites and the Moabites came and encamped themselves against Judah. The king went to the Lord in prayer and asked for deliverance. God told the King and all of the people that He would give them the victory. He told them that they would not even need to fight. They were to go and watch what God would do. As they waited to see what the Lord would do, the king ordered the singers to lead the people in the singing of Psalm 136. God gave Judah the victory in the same moment that they started singing the song of thanks. The Lord loves it when His people express their thankfulness for what He has done. Certainly, it inclines the Lord to bestow even more blessing upon us when we have grateful hearts. Let’s consider a few of the things that we are thankful for.

I. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE TRIUNE NATURE OF GOD. (1-3)

A. Notice that we should be thankful that we serve THE Lord (1). In the first verse, the thanks is simply given to the Lord. Every company has an owner or chief officer. This person has the final say on matters of the company. He is the boss. When it comes to all matters of the universe, there is only One who has final say over everything. That’s the Heavenly Father. He is THE Lord. He is the One who ensures that all things continue to move forward according to His plan. We ought to show our thankfulness to Him. He carries the tremendous responsibility of caring for this world, yet He handles it with ease. The Heavenly Father ensures that every aspect of our life works out for our good. He has given us purpose here on this Earth. 

B. Notice that we should be thankful that we serve the God of gods (2). The Bible mentions the names of several false gods that were worshipped by the heathen nations in the days of the Old Testament. The Lord specifically instructed His people to avoid any form of worship of these gods. He reminded them that these gods were not really gods at all. What was it that they were lacking? Most importantly, these false gods were lacking life. They were just made up statues and names. Our God is a living God. We see His life through His Spirit. When life goes out of a person, the spirit goes out of that person as well. God wants us to know that He is living. That’s why He gave us His Spirit. We should be thankful that our God is real. He is not imaginative. He is not passive. He is alive, and He is active. He is the God of all gods.

C. Notice that we should be thankful that we serve the Lord of lords (3). There are many masters in this world. There are plenty of people who have authority, and there are other people who would gladly take authority if it were available. There have been prophets and “masters of religion” in every generation of the world. There have been men who claimed that they were entitled to some special authority over all of mankind. History has shown that their claims were not true. They lived and died just as any other man. Yet, there has been One who came to the world and rightly claimed His authority as the Lord of lords. His name is Jesus Christ. We should be thankful that Jesus showed us that He is the Lord. He has power over death, Hell, and the grave.

II. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THIS WORLD THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US TO ENJOY. (4-9)

A. Notice that we should be thankful that God used His wisdom to create great wonders (4-6). Our planet has so many little intricacies that keep it working properly. Man has invented amazing machines that are made up of small components, but there is not an invention of man that can remotely compare to what God did in creating this planet. After each day of creation, God took the time to observe what He had made to ensure that it was good and worked properly. Of course, He did not have to do this, but the fact that He did speaks to His attention to detail and desire to give us a planet that worked properly. Animals and plant life cooperate together to form a health eco-system. This did not happen by accident. Could you imagine if a planet were created accidentally, lazily, or even half-heartedly? How long would it take for that planet to be destroyed? Let’s thank God for taking the time to give us a healthy planet!

B. Notice that we should be thankful that God’s creative power has no limitations (7-9). The psalmist showed his thankfulness to God for creating the Sun, Moon, and stars. Truthfully, we have no idea why God created so many stars, or why God created other planets like Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars. On the surface, these planets and other things in the galaxy do not seem to serve a purpose relative to Earth. The only thing we know is that the sun was created to give us light during the day, and the moon and stars were created to give us light at night. There are so many questions about the universe that we could ask. How far does it go? How many stars are there? Why did God create the stars to be so far away from the Earth? What do the stars look like up close? We should be thankful that God’s creative power has no limitation. Man will never be able to explore all of what God created. Scientists believe it would take over 81,000 years to reach the closest star to the Earth! We can never run out of imagination while considering the scope of creation. 

III. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE SUCCESSES THAT GOD HELPS US TO ACHIEVE. (10-20)

A. Notice that we should be thankful that God is the true author of our successes (10-17). As the psalmist listed the many successes that Israel had seen, he makes it clear that all of the success was due to God’s work. He does not give any credit at all to the people of Israel, although he had probably personally been involved in some of the events listed. As we consider the successes that we have achieved so far in life, we ought to be thankful that God is the true author of those successes. Since He is the author, we can expect that there are more great successes still possible for us in the days ahead. If we were the only one’s responsible for the successes, then we might be inclined to get discouraged about our future. We know that success can be fleeting. It is here one minute and gone the next. For every believer, we are comforted in knowing that the success comes from God.

B. Notice that we should be thankful that God’s help allows us to be successful in even the hardest situations (18-20). The psalmist listed some of the great kings that Israel had faced through the years. These were people who were likely feared greatly by others in the region. Some had probably even seemed as if they were unstoppable. The kings might have amassed great wealth and military prowess. Yet, when God is the author of our successes, we know that it will be a sure victory for us. We ought to thank the Lord for fighting the tough battles. He never lets us down, even though we fail Him more often than we would like to admit. If we are not seeing success in our Christian life, we ought to consider why that might be the case. Certainly, we know that God is both willing and capable to help us achieve victory over any situation. 

IV. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE MANY INDIVIDUAL BLESSINGS FROM GOD.  (21-26)

A. Notice that we should be thankful that God faithfully rewards those who serve Him (21-24). Lastly, the psalmist wanted to thank the Lord for the blessings that He had bestowed upon the people of Israel. God had not just given them victory and then left them to fend for themselves. He kept His presence with Israel, and He sought to reward them for their obedience. This week, we ought to take stock of the individual blessings that we have received from God. The primary item that the Israelites were thankful for was the land that they were able to live on. Today, we observe that God has given most of us so much more than just a piece of land somewhere in town. Knowing our spiritual condition, none of us are truly deserving of receiving individual blessings from God. In spite of this, the Lord still rewards those who are faithful to Him.

B. Notice that we should be thankful that God even provides nourishment to those who do not faithfully serve Him (25-26). God doesn’t only give His blessings to those who have faithfully served Him in obedience. The trust is that God gives out blessings to all of mankind. The psalmist observed that God gave food to all flesh. There are certain things that we have that were not a direct result of something we did for the Lord. For example, we have been given the great opportunity to be born in America. Considering the difficulties in many other countries, being born in America ought to be considered a great blessing from God. Anybody could have been born here, but God allowed for you to be that person. We get frustrated sometimes when we see people of the world enjoying great benefits of this world without any personal regard for the Lord. Yet, we should be slow to frustration because we personally know that God even provides some nourishment to those who do not serve Him. Truly, God is a great God. Let’s be thankful for Him!
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