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Introduction: Psalm 127 is a rather short psalm that focuses on the family. All five verses of the psalm provide us with some principle or thought for our family life. This psalm was either written by Solomon or to Solomon by David. Both of these men struggled to maintain a spiritually healthy home. David kept a home that placed God first, but David’s personal failures had a tremendous negative affect on his family. Solomon’s family was very large and successful, but it was not centered around God. Solomon had many wives who worshipped their own pagan gods. The end result was the demise of the children and grandchildren of Solomon and the splitting of the kingdom of Israel. In knowing the lives of these two men, it seems most likely that this was a psalm written by David to Solomon. For all of his failures, David never turned his back on God. During David’s final days, he spent much of his time providing instruction to Solomon. He loved his son, and he wanted his son to be successful in every area of his life. The desire of every Godly father ought to be for his children to walk with the Lord and for them to establish a Godly home for their children. Let’s observe the principles recorded in Psalm 127.

I. A SUCCESSFUL HOME IS BUILT UPON THE LORD, AND IT IS KEPT BY THE LORD.  (1)

A. Notice that the Lord should be the active builder of the home. No other builder can handle the job (1a). As we think about what it means to build a home, we must realize that a home is not built overnight. First, there has to be a foundation built. The foundation is critical to the sturdiness of the home. This could be compared to the newly married stage. If the husband wants to start his home right, he does not wait for children to enter the home. He and his wife must purpose to have a Godly home when it is just the two of them. After the foundation is built, then the work can begin on the house itself. There is framework that must be done. The home will need a roof to keep it safe from the elements. There’s plenty of drywall that will need to be put up as well. When you build a house, you build it to last. You want the best builder on the job. Parents need to let God be the builder of the home. They ought to use the Word of God as the framework for the house. Anyone who has purchased a home in need of great repair will tell you that it is a challenging project. Sometimes, you have to tear everything down and build the home from scratch. It’s must easier to have the Lord start and finish the building project.

B. Notice that no level of vigilance can keep danger out of the home without the watchful eye of the Lord (1b). The second illustration in this verse is of a city and a watchman. Within the cities of Israel, there was very little reason to guard one’s home from his neighbors. The larger threat to the home was from outside the walls of the city. There were many enemies who could potentially wage war at any time. Consequently, every city would have a watchman guarding the gates of the city. The watchman had the difficult job of staying awake throughout the night to watch for movement outside of the city. On most nights, there were no threats for the watchman. This made his job harder, as it was easy to grow apathetic towards the assignment. Of course, if Israel had sinned against the Lord and was facing the judgment of that sin, it did not really matter if the watchman was awake. He could sound the alarm all he wanted to, but the watchman was pretty useless if God was not offering His provisional hand over his people. Parents have the difficult job of being the watchmen of the home. Their job is to be alert to any dangers to their children. Yet, no amount of vigilance is enough if God is absent from the home.

II. A SUCCESSFUL HOME IS ABSENT OF ANXIETY, AS ITS MEMBERS TRUST IN THE LORD (2)

A. Notice that while there is a responsibility to provide for the home, it is vain to try to handle this burden on your own (2a). It is commendable for a home to have a father/husband who is a diligent worker. God designed the home for the husband/father to be the provider. Those who ignore this responsibility are considered worse than an infidel, according to the Word of God. Yet, there are many men who labor in vain. They work multiple jobs to provide for their home. They spend every waking hour trying to figure out how to make the budget work. They live with stress and anxiety because it seems like there is never enough for the family. There is an element of their responsibility that they are neglecting. They are neglecting their need to trust in God. They suffer because they are taking on more responsibility than what God has given them. God did not leave man here to figure everything out on his own. The Lord is supposed to be the ultimate provider for the home. The Lord is not pleased if a father/husband is living filled with stress just as a husband is not pleased if his wife is stressed over the financial state of the home. It’s senseless to try to provide without the help of the Lord. 

B. Notice that the Lord gives rest to those who trust in Him (2b). The Bible tells us that the Lord gives His beloved sleep. This can be taken literally. The one who worries does not have peaceful sleep. His anxieties vex him even when he lays his head down. The person who trusts in the Lord does not have this problem. He is able to lie down at night and sleep peacefully. He has placed his burdens and cares upon the Lord. He no longer has to carry them on his own shoulders. Rest is an essential part of life. It refreshes the body. A lack of sleep will cause physical and mental problems for a person. Physicians will tell you that stress can cause and exacerbate health issues. Anxiety is toxic in the home. Eventually, everyone in the home will suffer from it. A husband can only carry that stress so long before it pours over into his marriage. Parents can only carry it so long before it becomes evident to their children. A successful home will eliminate stress as quickly as it comes by giving the problems over to the Lord and trusting in Him to take care of the situation.  

III. A SUCCESSFUL HOME IS STRENGTHENED BY ADDITION BECAUSE THERE ARE PARENTS WHO VIEW THEIR CHILDREN AS A REWARD FROM GOD.  (3-4)

A. Notice that parents ought to understand that God gives children as a heritage (inheritance), and He does not give them as a punishment (3). Throughout the Bible, children are always viewed as a gift from the Lord. There are no mentions that the Lord ever punishes people by giving them children. The closest example we could use to support punishment would be the birth of Ishmael, but the Bible never indicates that Ishmael was given to Abraham as a punishment to him. In our modern society, it seems that there are more and more people who view children as an inconvenience or punishment from God. It is sad that any person would view a child as punishment. Life is a precious gift from God. In Psalm 127, children are referred to as a heritage of the Lord. In other words, children are our inheritance from the Lord. Our children carry our name with them. They carry our teachings with them. They will carry our memory with them. A successful home has parents who rejoice in the additions that God sends their way. Parents who raise children grudgingly are setting up their home for failure. 

B. Notice that parents ought to understand the purpose of children and how they can be used to further our service to the Lord (4). Verse 4 compares children to arrows in the hand of a mighty man. What does a mighty man do with arrows? He uses them to fight against the enemy. He will take those arrows and aim them in the direction they ought to go. Since he is mighty, they are likely to hit their target, unless there is a wayward arrow. Arrows in the hand of a weak man do not hold as much value. This is because the weak man does not have the strength or courage to aim those arrows at the enemy.  God has given us our children to teach them and to point them at the enemy. An arrow first starts off as just a stick. It has to be molded and crafted into an arrow. A person who takes his time and crafts the arrow as best as possible will be left with an arrow that should fly very straight. The archer is glad when the arrow hits the target. Parents are to train their children to fight against Satan, and when they see their child battling against him, they ought to rejoice that their arrow has flown straight! 

IV. A SUCCESSFUL HOME INVESTS INTO EACH CHILD, AND THE PARENTS ARE FILLED WITH HAPPINESS AND ARE NOT ASHAMED IN THEIR LATTER YEARS. (5)

A. Notice that parents ought to desire to see all of their children follow down the straight path (5a). The analogy of the arrows is continued in verse 5. The Bible says that happy is the man that has his quiver full of them. The point of this is not just on the number of children. It’s on the fullness of the quiver with useful arrows. Quivers come in varying sizes. For some, their quiver may only be able to contain two or three arrows. God provides every home with the number of children that He has ordained and purposed for them. It is the job of the parents to be sure that all of those children are directed towards the Lord. They should all become sharp arrows in the quiver against the enemy. It is shameful to the parents when their quiver is not filled with sharp arrows. If God gave you three, you should earnestly work to have three sharp arrows in that quiver. A successful home has parents who are very diligent directing the future of every child that God has trusted them with.

B. Notice that parents are viewed through the success or failure of their children (5b). The Bible has many verses that support the fact that parents are viewed through the results of their children. A Godly child brings great honor to his parents. On the other hand, an ungodly child is a shame to his parents. This does not mean that every child who fails is a result of the failure of his parents. We know that there are children who neglect the direction that their parents have instructed them to go. Sadly, regardless of who is responsible for the failure, the parents take on some shame any time a child goes wayward. Yet, when they stand before the Lord, they do not need to be ashamed unless they neglected their responsibility to train that child in the admonish of the Lord.
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