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Introduction: Psalm 119 is all about the Word of God. Nearly every one of the 176 verses of this psalm deal in some
way with the Bible. There are many different terms used in this psalm to refer to God’s precious Word. These include
the following: law of the Lord, testimonies, precepts, commandments, statutes, and judgments. The psalmist makes it
clear in this chapter that the Word of God is of extreme importance. It is no coincidence that the longest chapter in the
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bible is Psalm 119. It is the Bible’s defense of Itself. God, in His infinite knowledge and wisdom, knew that His Word
would be an object that Satan would repeatedly try to destroy. The attack on God’s Word started in the Garden of Eden. The reason that Satan attacks God’s Word is because he knows that the Word has great power. It is the illuminating Truth in a very dark and sinful world. It testifies of all that is holy and righteous. Last week, we observed the relationship of the believer and God’s Word. We are expected to keep His Word. We are expected to seek His Word. We are expected to declare His Word. We are expected to put our hope in His Word. This week, we will turn our attention to some of the qualities of the Bible.

I. THE WORD OF GOD IS A PEACEFUL BOOK TO THOSE THAT LOVE IT. (57-88)

A. Notice that It is a book that reveals the tremendous mercy of God (64, 76-77). It is interesting that there are so many people today who find the Word of God to be offensive or upsetting. They scoff when we tell them that God’s Word is a place of mercy and love. When they read it, they only see wrath and judgment. They see nothing but battles or condemnations on every page. As Christians, we know that God did not give us His Word to pronounce judgment on us. That judgment was issued in the Garden. There was no need for the Lord to further decree our guilt, as it has already been decreed. Instead, God’s Word is a place of peace. It was given to mankind as a way for man to make peace with God, through the saving faith in His Son Jesus Christ. There is really only one theme for the Bible: Jesus Christ. It is all about Him. Every single Old Testament story points us toward the cross. As the psalmist went through the challenges of life, he found peace in God’s Word. 

B. Notice that It is a book that shows the Lord’s patient effort in bringing men back to Him (67, 78-88). As we continue reading through this psalm, it is clear that the psalmist seems somewhat frustrated that God had not yet brought His judgment down upon the psalmist’s oppressors. He continued to ask the Lord repeatedly for these people to be dealt with. Yet, the psalmist points out in verse 67 that he himself had spent some time in their same position away from God’s Word. It wasn’t until he was afflicted that the psalmist returned to God’s Word. This portion of Scripture gives us a perfect depiction of the Lord’s patient efforts in drawing men to Himself. While we often want the Lord to deal quickly with someone who is troubling us, the Lord is slow to anger and wrath. While He will take care of His children, He also continues His work in finding the lost sheep. God’s Word shows us His patience. Look at all that Israel did to the Lord, yet He still sent the Messiah. Read from Genesis to the New Testament, and you will see over 4,000 years of man’s rebellion against God. It’s incredible to think that the Lord did not wipe out the Earth on any number of occasions. This should signal to the sinner that God wants peace. He delays His judgment as long as possible. Someone who wanted conflict and war would not delay in issuing a response.

II. THE WORD OF GOD IS A PERPECTUAL BOOK THAT SURVIVES EVERY GENERATION. (89-104)

A. Notice that the Word of God transcends Its earthly body, as It resides in Heaven (89-96). The psalmist states plainly that the Word is settled in Heaven forever. It has taken on the form of a book, but It certainly is not like any other book in this world. Some people, even those who proclaim to follow Christ, really struggle with the matter of inspiration. They would rather delineate the Bible as just good teaching material provided by Godly men of the past. Yet, the Lord Jesus told us that He is the Word. Consequently, a person is guilty of denying the very deity of Christ by denying the supernatural nature of His Word. The Gospel of John tells us that the Word was made flesh. Jesus Christ was the bodily fulfillment of the Word of God. If the Word can become flesh, can It not also become paper and ink for a period of time on this Earth? Just as men tried to destroy the precious body of the Saviour, there have been many who have tried to destroy the precious binding of God’s Word. Men will never be successful in either of these pursuits because the Word of God is eternal. It is settled in Heaven – unmovable!


B. Notice that the Word of God has survived the wisdom of every generation (97-104). How many books have been written throughout the history of society? Not long ago, it was calculated that there have been over 130,000,000 books written just in modern history. This does not include books that were written before publishing instruments became widely available. There are books in libraries today that are never read. Their time in society has passed. Perhaps, the information contained in these books is just no longer applicable to today’s society. Mankind moves on to something “new” very quickly, and that which is old is discarded and forgotten. Yet, there is one Book out there that is somehow still relevant today in spite of Its age. That Book is the Word of God. The psalmist points out that the Bible had given him wisdom greater than his teachers and the ancients. Amazingly, it has been over 2,500 years since the recording of Psalms, and we could say the same as the psalmist. The depth of knowledge of the Word of God is without end. How could one Book contain such great wisdom and knowledge? The only answer is that the Book is supernatural. It is God’s forever Word.

III. THE WORD OF GOD IS A PURE BOOK THAT REVEALS THE CONDITION OF MAN. (105-120)

A. Notice that the way of man is darkness without the Word of God (105, 113, 117-118). In verse 105, we find a very familiar passage of the Bible. The psalmist proclaimed that the Lord’s Word was a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his path. Last week, we observed how the Bible should be our counselor that we go to in times of need. Certainly, the psalmist is reinforcing that idea here in this passage, but there’s another thought that we can draw from this verse. If the Word of God is a light, that means that the path of mankind is a very dark one. One does not need a lamp and a light when they are outside in the light of day. The Bible speaks to us at length about the wickedness of man. Truly, the deeds of all of mankind are nothing but evil continuously before the Lord. Have you ever noticed something that used to be white but has now faded in its color? What was it that allowed you to notice just how dirty that white had become? Most likely, it was the whiteness of something else that showed you just how dim that color had become. The Word of God is so pure and holy that It is able to make plain to every reader exactly how wicked we truly are!

B. Notice that the purity of God’s Word makes our flesh tremble (120). The psalmist ends this stanza by stating his fear of God and His Word. While he had a tremendous love for God’s Word, He also was reverentially afraid of It. The purity of God’s Word triumphs over all the wickedness and evil in this world. It also triumphs over every false way. Nothing can stand against It and prevail. The Bible tells us that the wicked flee when no man pursueth. If the wicked will flee when no one is even chasing them, then we know exactly how powerful the Word of God is against wickedness and filthiness of this world. Every sing page of God’s Word is pure, true, and holy. It is like a light that shines so bright that everyone has to turn away for fear of blindness! As Christians, we ought to be thankful that we have such a pure Word. We should also understand that Satan has tried to send many men to taint the purity of the Bible. At each time, there have been faithful followers of God who have determined to continue to declare the purity of God’s Word. In this present generation, that responsibility falls on us. We should disavow any teaching that would diminish the Bible’s purity. This is why we must stand against sin. We must never teach or speak that the Bible is accepting of sinful behavior. God and His Word absolutely hate sin. We know that sin is steeped in lies and deceitfulness. The Bible stands for Truth! 

Conclusion: What an amazing gift that God has given us! The prophets would have rejoiced to have received such a complete revelation from God. They were only given a portion of God’s perfect Word. The psalmist rejoiced in the Bible, even though less than half of the Bible had been recorded for man to read at that point. If the psalmist could rejoice over a smaller portion of Scripture, then we should have no problem rejoicing over the Bible today. It is a peaceful Word. It declared the mercy, love, and grace of the Lord. It is a perpetual Word that has existed throughout every generation, and It will exist in Heaven for all of eternity. Lastly, It is a pure Word. It is without blemish or shortcoming. By It, we can find every right and perfect way that we ought to follow in this life. The Bible proclaims the wonderful message of salvation. It is the incorruptible Seed that has been planted into the heart of every believer. Let’s allow it to grow and flourish in our hearts, minds, and lives.


