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Introduction: In our last lesson in the book of Psalms, we turn to Psalm 22 to see the suffering of the Saviour. This is another psalm written by King David. While David was likely referring to his own troubles and challenges when writing this psalm, the Holy Spirit of God gave these words to David to prophesy what Jesus would endure on the cross of Calvary. There is no clearer prophecy throughout all of the Old Testament that shows exactly the suffering that Jesus would face during His earthly ministry. From the time of its writing, the Jews failed to recognize Psalm 22 as a prophetic message of the Messiah. Instead, it became a psalm that was quoted regularly by the Jews in response to the fall of Israel. The Jews felt like they had been forsaken by the Lord, so they identified with the suffering that is outlined in this psalm. To this day, the psalm is recited during the observance of the fast of Esther, which takes place on the eve of Purim. This fast is symbolic of the need for the Jews to find deliverance from Gentile authority and cruelty. Sadly, the Jews still fail to see Psalm 22 as fulfilled prophecy, and they await the arrival of their messiah. They will be greatly disappointed when the Messiah who returns is the same Messiah that they rejected. As believers, we can reflect upon the suffering that Jesus went through for us as we study this Psalm this morning.

I. JESUS ENDURED THE AGONY OF BEING SEPARATED FROM HIS FATHER. (1-5)

A. Notice that Jesus experienced a separation that He had never experienced before (1-2). While Jesus was separated physically from His Father when He came to the earth, the separation on the cross was much different from that. Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus had the presence of the Father upon Him. The Father regularly showed His favor on His son, and the Son regularly communed with the Father. In every instance where Jesus prayed for the Father’s assistance, the Father gladly answered Him. He had never had total separation from the Father like He experienced on the cross. Verse 1 gives us a sense of surprise in the two questions being asked. The sense is that such a separation had never before taken place. It was a totally new experience for Jesus. He had been forsaken by many others but never by His own Father. In all of their eternal existence, the Godhead had never been separated from each other. While there are times of suffering for believers where it feels like God has forsaken us, we can take comfort in knowing that we can never be forsaken as Jesus was. He will never leave us nor forsake us. Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.

B. Notice that Jesus was denied the response that every righteous person before and after Him had received from the Heavenly Father (3-5). Throughout the Old Testament, we see the faithfulness of God. Any time one of His true followers called upon Him, the Lord was there to answer that person. He was there to answer Moses. He was there to answer Abraham. He was there to answer the prophets. He was there for all of the fathers of Israel. The psalmist puts the notion forward that God always answers those who are walking with Him. Yet, there was no answer in this instance. The reason is that Jesus became sin for us. He who knew no sin became sin for us. He endured the same suffering as every soul in Hell. Their sins have condemned them and alienated them from the Father. He does not respond to their requests. They are in eternal darkness. They will only see the light of God one last time at the Judgment. There’s great agony in Hell. We would not wish that type of agony on any person. Yet, our precious Saviour, Jesus Christ, endured that agony so that we could spend eternity with the Father in Heaven. What great agony Jesus endured for us on the cross!

II. JESUS ENDURED THE ABASEMENT THAT BROUGHT HIM LOWER THAN MAN. (6-11)

A. Notice that Jesus was not even treated with the common decency that was given to other men (6-8). The psalmist refers here to a treatment so bad that it was equivalent to that which is given to a worm. This is the treatment that our Saviour endured for us. He was not just made lower than the angels. When He hung on that cross, He was not even treated as a man. The people gave better treatment to Barabbas, who was a murderer. They gave better treatment to the two criminals who hung on the cross. While those criminals suffered the same punishment of death, they did not have to endure the extra ridicule that was given to the Saviour. There was a hate, bitterness, and evil shown to the Lord that was unlike any treatment given to a man. They even stooped so low as to mock his relationship with God. They laughed at Him and pondered aloud why the Lord had not delivered Him. Even the two thieves on the cross mocked Him. We see so many parallels from Psalm 22 and Matthew 27. This malicious crowd unwittingly fulfilled the prophecy of this psalm when they abased the Lord. 

B. Notice that Jesus was brought from a glorified birth to a dishonorable death (9-11). While the Lord was not born in a palace or in a place of great prominence, there was still much glory around His birth. The angels sang a song of rejoicing. The wise men came from afar. The shepherds rushed to see the baby Jesus and to declare His birth to others. King Herod sent men in search of Jesus. There were people in the temple awaiting His arrival. News of Jesus spread quickly throughout the region. John the Baptist preached about the coming Messiah. This baby who was God in the flesh was welcome news. Yet, we find a different scene at Calvary. His disciples were scattered and afraid. His mother was weeping. The sky was darkened on this terrible day. Jesus had been brought low. As if coming to Earth was not low enough for the King of kings, Jesus endured great shame on the cross. It did not matter that He had lived a perfect life. It did not matter that He submitted to the Father from before He was ever even born in the manger. Pilate saw no evil in this Man, yet He was crucified for you and me.

III. JESUS ENDURED THE PHYSICAL ABUSE FROM THOSE HE WAS DYING TO SAVE. (12-19)

A. Notice that Jesus was persecuted with a viciousness and with all the strength of his hateful abusers (12-13). The psalmist refers to these wicked men as strong bulls of Bashan. This was a very fertile land that was known to produce some of the best livestock throughout all of Israel. It was located just east of the Jordan River, and it was occupied by the half-tribe of Manasseh. This depiction shows us the full strength and rage by which the Lord’s abusers attacked Him. They poured out all of their anger upon His body. Not only does the Bible compare them to bulls, but they are also compared to ravening and roaring lions. Once the lion has selected his prey, he singles them out and devours them. If a lion is ravening, he is especially aggressive with his prey, as that means he is filled with great hunger. The hateful religious leaders were hungry to shed the blood of Jesus. They had planned and plotted for several years, and they were excited when the moment finally arrived.

B. Notice that Jesus experienced immense pain throughout His entire body (14-19). The psalmist takes effort to describe the physical pain in this portion of the Scripture. There was great inward pain for Jesus on the cross. While none of His bones were broken (a requirement for the Passover sacrifice), His bones would have likely been stretched from their joints. This would have sent sharp pain throughout His entire body. All of His internal organs would have been screaming in pain, as He was stretched out on the cross. This stretching of His body also made it easy to see all of His bones. This made Him hardly recognizable. He also had no strength left in Him. His mouth was dry, and they refused to give Him water. Instead, they gave Him vinegar to drink. His hands and His feet were pierced with the nails that hung Him on the cross. As He suffered all of this pain, He had to watch as they claimed His garments for themselves. These people whom He loved so greatly had put Him through great agony, and they did not even show the least bit of remorse (aside from a soldier and one of the thieves on the cross).

IV. JESUS ENDURED THE ATTACK OF SATAN AND THE ANGUISH OF DEATH AND HELL. (20-31)

A. Notice that Jesus was fighting a spiritual battle on the cross (21). While the psalmist previously makes mention of Jesus’ oppressors as lions, we now get a reference to a single lion. The Bible refers to Satan as a roaring lion. It was he who desired so greatly to kill the Son of God. After all, the religious leaders were following the lead of their spiritual father – Satan. While we cannot see the spiritual battles that are going on around us, there’s little doubt that there was a great spiritual battle raging on that day at Calvary and the following days before Jesus’ resurrection. Jesus was fighting against Hell itself. He wrestled with Satan for the key to Hell, and the Saviour came out victorious.  

B. [bookmark: _GoBack]Notice that Jesus willingly subjected Himself to death in order to conquer it (20-31). The psalmist speaks of the sword and of the dog. The sword signifies someone taking the life of another. As much as His abusers tried, they did not kill the Messiah. He gave up His own life. The soldiers were prepared to break his legs and suffocate Him, but Jesus had already finished offering Himself as a sacrifice. He was not taken by the sword. The dog is in reference to what happens after death with the body being sought out by dogs. Wild dogs would prey upon the dead, leaving almost nothing behind. While the Lord gave Himself over to death, it was not for finality. His body was not decayed. He conquered death, and He arose bodily. It’s impossible for us to comprehend all of the suffering that Christ endured for us, but it is sufficient to say that He loves us very much. That’s the only possible explanation for someone being willing to endure such suffering.
