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Introduction: Psalm 71 is another psalm that the Lord used King David to write. This psalm was penned in the later years of David’s life. Given the tone and message of the first several verses, it’s clear that the writing took place sometime in the midst of one of David’s many battles. Most Bible students believe that this psalm was written while David was dealing with the rebellion of his son Absalom. Certainly, the conflict with Absalom was one of the toughest battles that David faced while on the throne of Israel. David was well into his sixties when the rebellion of Absalom took place, and he died just eight years afterward. The battles that we face in our latter years can have their own unique challenges to them. This is because the adversary attacks us in different ways as we go through the various stages of life. In our youth, we press ahead swiftly with confidence and assuredness. As we grow older, our pace slows, and our caution may increase. We’ve seen much and know so much more than we did in our youth. Surely, David knew all there was to know about battles by this point in his life. Yet, he most likely preferred the fight against Goliath then the fights he faced against Absalom and Sheba. In this psalm, David reflects on his life, and he looks for strength from the Lord to get through one more battle. In this lesson, we will look at some of the specific ways that David found strength in his older age.

I. DAVID ASKED THE LORD THAT HIS CONFIDENCE NOT BE TURNED TO CONFUSION. (1-6)

A. Notice that David’s fear was that his trust would turn to confusion, not that it would turn to unbelief (1-2). We might think that confusion would be more likely to occur in the younger years when the understanding is lacking, yet David voiced his concern that he would be confused. The truth is that trust is more likely to turn to unbelief in our youth, when our faith is still maturing. An example of this would be the people that put Jesus on the cross. They had first gone there to see Jesus, whom they had believed. Yet, we know that their trust was very shallow in the Saviour. Consequently, their trust was turned against them, and they stopped believing in Jesus altogether. However, the disciples did not turn from trust to unbelief. They turned from trust to confusion. They were uncertain about the future. They did not know what to think. When we think we know the answer and have things figured out, things that don’t go according to plan will cause confusion. Naturally, confusion is a source of frustration and inaction. It causes us to pause and reconsider our course. Unbelief may then follow after the confusion has settled in. David knew that he was in danger of being confused.

B. Notice that David guarded against confusion by reflecting on his salvation (3-6). How do we guard against confusion in our latter days? We reinforce our reliance in the most fundamental aspect of our faith – our salvation. David had to remind himself that he did not know the specific details on how everything was going to work out. If he had come in with that expectation, he would have most certainly been confused. Instead, David reminded himself of the core of his confidence. He reminded the Lord of His promise to save him. As long as David remembered his salvation, he could withstand situations in his immediate future that did not seem to have a good outcome. We don’t know if he fully understood why the situation with Absalom was taking place. We contribute the rebellion to the family conflict that the prophet told him that he would have as a result of Bathsheba; however, we have the luxury of viewing the full scope of David’s life. He may not have considered this issue with Absalom as a result of that poor decision. He may have wondered how the Lord was going to keep him on the throne.

II. DAVID STAYED AMAZED AT EVERYTHING THE LORD HAD DONE TO GET HIM TO THAT POINT IN HIS LIFE. (7-9)

A. Notice that many wondered how David had made it as far as he had (7). As David reflected on his life, he recognized that his life was a literal miracle. People looked at him and wondered. How had this shepherd boy become king and actually held onto the throne as long as he had? How had he survived the wicked pursuit by King Saul? How had he survived while dwelling in the land of the enemy? How had he had the political savviness to keep all the twelve tribes together under one leader? How had he been spared from the numerous foolish decisions that he had made as king? The fact that he was still alive in his sixties was truly a miracle of God. The unrighteous could not understand it. They probably found some particular reason to attribute his success to. Maybe they attributed it to his mighty men. Maybe they attributed it to his own cunning success in battle. Whatever the case, David was a wonder.


B. Notice that David understood exactly where his strength came from (7-9). David’s response to the world’s wonder was that the Lord was his strong refuge. There was no question to David why he had succeeded up to that point. It was nothing that he had done on his own. It was extremely important for David to understand that in his older age. Why? Well, the answer is that he no longer had the physical strength that he had in his youth. In our younger years, how often do we rely on our own strength or mental acuity instead of relying upon the Lord? While we might be able to get away with that for a while, there comes a point in life where our strength will fail us. David recognized that his own strength was gone. There was no chance that he could handle the situation himself. His son was younger and stronger than him. His mighty men were no longer as youthful either. A new generation of people had turned against him. Thankfully, his strength was in the Lord.

III. DAVID WOULD NOT BE MOVED BY THE CONSERVATION FROM THE OUTSIDE. (10-16)

A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Notice that they spoke against David, and he had heard their speech (10-11). This new generation had spoken against King David. They said that his days were numbered. They claimed to be on the side of the Lord. They boasted that there was no one left to deliver David. Whatever power he had, it was all gone now. They were not impressed with his allies. They were all older just like him. This is a pretty regular occurrence from generation to generation. A new generation comes along, and they don’t see value in those that came before them. Today, we see this happening in our churches. The new generation wants to push out the older crowd. They don’t like the way things are done. They believe they are in the right, and they scoff at the previous generation. David heard the noise from this new generation. He was not ignorant to it. He probably had messengers and spies who came and told him all that was said. Likewise, most people today are not ignorant to the noise. The question is what will their answer be? How will they respond to it?

B. Notice that David’s response was to keep doing the same thing – trusting in God (12-16). What other choice did David have? He could have quit and acquiesced to their demands. Sadly, there are many today who do this. They want to please the new generation, so they compromise and quit. Grandparents follow the wisdom of their grandchildren. Parents are pleasers of their children. While David loved Absalom, he was not going to give in to him. The pressures of their speech were not going to affect him. Did it hurt him? Yes, it most definitely did. There’s little doubt that this battle deeply wounded David emotionally. Yet, he knew that he could not change because of it. He had been positioned by the Lord. It wasn’t David’s kingdom to give up. David was not a perfect man. He had made many mistakes. His defense was not to claim his own perfection. His defense was to keep trusting God. If they Lord was truly punishing him, then he would accept that punishment. 

IV. DAVID WAS DETERMINED TO BE AN EXAMPLE TO THE NEXT GENERATION. (17-24)

A. Notice that David had been taught since his youth (17). David recognized that the Lord had taught him since he was a young man. Yet, we must consider by what means David had been taught. Certainly, David had people who had taught him the way of the Lord from his youth. David had parents who taught him the things of God. David had the great prophet Samuel who had been a mentor and a teacher to him. There may have been others as well that influenced David spiritually. David saw this new generation as a group of people who needed to be taught. Clearly, they lacked an understanding. How could they learn unless someone showed them?

B. Notice that David asked the Lord to use him as an example to the next generation (18-24). David wanted to be that teacher to others. How could he teach them about the strength and goodness of the Lord if he quit or compromised? David understood that these people who were against him just needed someone to teach them. It seems likely that he hoped he would have the opportunity to instruct Absalom and set him on a straight path. This is why he instructed his soldiers not to kill his son. He still had hope that he could learn and grow into a goodly and godly young man. This ought to be the attitude of those living in their latter days.

 
Conclusion: If you fit into this same stage of life as David, please understand how important it is for you to keep going. Your battles are not over. In fact, the battles you are or will face may be your hardest ones yet! You must keep your confidence in the Lord. You must guard against confusion. You must remember where your strength has and will come from. Most importantly, you must determine to not be moved. Keep fighting for what is right. It does not matter if family is on the other side of the battle. You must fight it. We need you to be an example to this generation. Who will teach the youth if you don’t? Who will show them how things ought to be if you won’t?
