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Introduction: Last week, we examined Psalm 110 and saw the hope that David had in the coming King of kings. There is no other king who will ever reign like Jesus Christ. With Christmas upon us this week, we are going to look at another psalm today that is focused on the coming of Jesus Christ. The Lord used a man named Ethan the Ezrahite to write Psalm 89. He was a musician during the reign of David and also the reign of Solomon. Most agree that he even lived long enough to see the kingdom divided in the reign of Rehoboam. In fact, it is believed that this psalm was written some time during the beginning of Rehoboam’s reign. In Psalm 89, we see that it was not just David who longed for the coming of Jesus Christ. The focus in this psalm is not as much on Jesus as the King. Instead, it focuses more on God bringing deliverance to the nation of Israel through His only begotten Son. Ethan was looking forward with earnest to the day that God reigned over the people again instead of a foolish king. Much of the psalm also reiterates the covenant promise that God made with David to have the Messiah come through his lineage. This morning, we are going to observe what this psalm has to say about Jesus as the Son of God.

I. THERE IS NO SON WHO HAS OR EVER WILL BE BORN LIKE THE FIRSTBORN SON OF GOD. (1-14)

A. Notice that the heavens praise His wonders, and there is none like him on earth (1-6). Jesus Christ is praised by the heavens. This happened during the earthly ministry of Jesus. The heavenly host of angels sang His praises from the heavens. The Heavenly Father opened up the heavens and put His stamp of approval on the ministry of His son. The heavens darkened while Jesus was on the cross, signifying their solemnness at the death of the Son of God. We know that the heavens declare the glory of God, but we can also see how the heavens have declared the glory of the Son of God. When He returns again, the heavens will make way for Him. Not only do the heaven praise Him, but we also see that there is no son like the Son of God. No one has ever been born who is worthy to be compared to Jesus. Every parent looks at their child with unique approval and appreciation of who they are. That child is better than any other child because he is their child. Yet, the Heavenly Father does not count the worthiness of the Son just by His relation. 

B. Notice that the Son is special because He has the power of the Heavenly Father (7-14). While Jesus was on the earth, He was endued with power from on High. He could have called a legion of angels. He could have performed any miracle. The earth bended its laws to His requests. He had the same power that the Heavenly Father used to deliver Israel many times throughout the Old Testament. How many times were the disciples amazed and in bewilderment at the power that manifested itself in Jesus? They reasoned among themselves that no person had ever had such power before. Even the great prophet Elijah could not have dreamed to have the power that Jesus Christ had. For as strong as David was, He did not have the strength of Jesus. The greatest evidence of the power of Jesus is seen in His willingness to lay down His life on the cross of Calvary. What tremendous power and control over the body! He denied the inclinations of the flesh to live so that He could be a sacrifice for the entire world. Truly, no one has ever had power like Jesus!

II. THERE IS NO NAME GIVEN AMONG MEN THAT IS GREATER THAN THE NAME OF JESUS. (15-18)

A. Notice that people who know the joyful sound are blessed (15). The name of Jesus is spoken around the world, but not everyone truly stops to know the sound of His name. During the Christmas season, His name is proclaimed more than it normally is throughout the year. Yet, still, so few truly know the sound of His name. To those that do know that joyful sound, the Bible tells us that there are blessings in store for them. The name of Jesus is a special name. The Heavenly Father wanted to be sure that His Son was called by His rightful name. As a result, He sent messengers to Mary and Joseph to instruct them on how to name the child. The Bible talks about the importance of a name. There are names that can be spoken today that would instantly make us think of certain things. If we were to give the names of some of the cruelest leaders in the history of the world, it would instantly make us think of those men and their evil works. The name of Jesus is a blessing. His name brings a smile to the face of the believer. It is by calling upon His name that we have salvation. There’s no greater blessing than that!


B. [bookmark: _GoBack]Notice that people who know the sound of His name shall rejoice all the day (16-18). There is not just one-time or momentary joy at the name of Jesus. For those who believe on Him, there is joy again and again all day long! The name of Jesus should never get old for the believer. His name is the sweetest name that we know. His name represents the mercy of God. His name represents the grace of God. His name represents the hope for the future. Everything for us is reliant upon His name. When someone blasphemes the name of Christ, that ought to bother us as believers. His name should only be spoken in a manner that is appropriate for who He is. If you are feeling down today, just think about the name of Jesus. Sing a song about His name. The Bible promises us that there is rejoicing to be found in His name. No other name on earth can bring that kind of rejoicing in the hearts of those who hear it.

III. THERE IS NONE OTHER WHO HAS EVER HAD THE FAVOR OF GOD ON THEM LIKE JESUS. (19-28)

A. Notice that He has been anointed with the holy oil of the Heavenly Father (19-20). The Holy Spirit of God is seen in every key moment of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Mary was told that the Holy Spirit would come upon her prior to the birth of Jesus. The Holy Spirit came down like a dove from Heaven when Jesus was baptized. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to face a time of temptation. Jesus went in the power of the Holy Spirit when He performed miracles throughout Galilee. In Luke 4:18-21, Jesus preached to the people and let them know that the Holy Spirit was upon Him, and He had been anointed to preach the Gospel. Jesus cast out demons by the Spirit of God. Jesus’ resurrection was performed through the Spirit of God. The Heavenly Father anointed His Son with His own Spirit. 

B. Notice that the Heavenly Father shows His favor in everything that His Son does (21-28). What child has ever been able to please his parents in everything that he did? Throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry, the Heavenly Father showed His favor and good pleasure with His Son. Even on the cross when the Father had to turn away from His Son, we know that the Son was only fulfilling the will of the Heavenly Father. Jesus never displeased His Father. Consequently, the Heavenly Father has not held back from His Son. He has given Him all power. He has given Him that precious seat that we spoke about last week. He has shown His favor in every battle that His Son has and will face. David was a man after God’s own heart, but he did not commend the same favor that the Son of God did. Elijah had such a relationship with God that he was called up into Heaven in a chariot of fire, yet he did not have the same favor of God that the Son did. As Christians, we get to share in that favor that the Father has for His Son. We have been adopted into the family of God.

IV. THERE IS NO ONE WHO COULD BEAR THE SUFFERINGS THAT THE SON SUFFERED AND YET BE VICTORIOUS. (29-52)

A. Notice that the Son suffered every reproach possible (29-47). In this passage of Scripture, we see that there is a present danger that the psalmist is referring to, but there is also a future danger spoken of. The present danger was most likely related to the splitting of the kingdom. The psalmist could not understand how God was going to fulfill the Davidic covenant if the kingdom was split into two separate parts. To the psalmist, it seemed like everything was working against the promise. Of course, this is a picture of what Jesus would go through. As He went through the suffering of the cross, it certainly seemed like everything that was expected of the Son of God was not to be accomplished. How could they kill the King of the Jews? Where could things possibly go from there? Although He had the favor of the Heavenly Father, Jesus had to endure all the reproaches of the world. No one has ever had to suffer like Jesus suffered for mankind.

B. Notice that the Son did the impossible in conquering death, hell, and the grave (48-52). In verse 48, the psalmist specifically asks about death. He wanted to know what person was able to deliver his soul from the hand of the grave. It seemed that defeat was pretty definitive for Israel and for the promise that was made to David. Yet, three days later, Jesus rose from the grave, and He conquered death, hell, and the grave. No one else has the power to conquer these fixtures of the world. It took the Son of God for man to be able to access God. It took the Son of God for man to be able to spend eternity in a place called Heaven. Jesus did that which man cannot do.
 
Conclusion: Let’s rejoice today that the Son of God came in the form of man and laid down His life for us. Truly, there is no one like Jesus. Just the mention of His name is enough to make us rejoice. There’s no other name that can cheer the heart like Jesus. Through Jesus, we get to experience the favor of God. He looks upon the believer and sees the imputed righteousness of His Son. Through Jesus, the impossible is now possible. Sinful man can be reconciled with a holy and perfect God. 
