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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: In our last two lessons, we reviewed the first 120 verses of this psalm. First, we considered what the believer’s relationship to the Word of God ought to be. We are expected to keep, seek, declare, and hope in God’s Word. It is the answer to any situation that we will face in this life. Secondly, we also considered the characteristics of the Bible. The Bible is a peaceful book, the Bible is a perpetual book, and the Bible is a pure book. There is no other book in the world that is anything like the Bible. It is truly a supernatural book! This week, we are going to review the final 56 verses of this psalm. During this review, we will consider what the Bible reveals to mankind about God. Given that the Bible is His Word, God’s attributes are very visible throughout every book of the Bible. If anyone truly desires to know who God is, he only needs to open up the Bible and seek the answer with diligence, sincerity, and humility. A preacher once said that the Bible is God’s autobiography. While there is still so much that we do not know or understand about God, the Bible does reveal to us everything that God wanted us to know about Himself. As believers, we are expected to know Him. Let’s consider some of God’s wonderful attributes!

I. THE WORD OF GOD REVEALS THE PERFECT JUSTICE OF GOD. (121-136)

A. Notice that the psalmist looked to God’s Word for justice in his situation (121-128). It is unclear exactly what the psalmist was facing in his life, but from his plea to the Lord, it is obvious that there were people who were oppressing him. From his study of God’s Word, the psalmist knew that God would correct the situation. God’s perfect justice required for the situation to be properly resolved. In verse 126, the psalmist turned the matter over to God and expected for Him to do a work. Otherwise, the wicked oppressors would make void God’s Law. The Bible is filled with numerous stories that highlight the justice of God. It is a part of His character to be just. Would anyone want to worship or serve a God who was unjust or unfair? A child wants a home where parents are just and fair. A worker wants a place of employment where his bosses are just and fair. A citizen wants a nation where the laws are just and fair. Naturally, we desire a God who is just and fair. God understands that his creation desires justice. Consequently, He made sure to let us know that we could count on Him for justice. He will never disappoint us.

B. Notice that the psalmist expected to be treated justly based on what the Word revealed about how God had treated others before him (129-136). Not only did the psalmist expect justice when it came to his adversaries, but he also expected that he would be treated justly in his own actions. The psalmist had committed himself to loving and following God. He had read about father Abraham. He had read about how God took care of Joseph. Certainly, he had learned everything that he could about Moses and Joshua. As He read all of these stories, he realized that God showed special mercy and provision on those who loved Him. God’s treatment was just because these leaders of Israel had done what God had instructed them to do with a pure heart. In verse 132, the psalmist kindly requests that God look at him and show him the same mercy that he used to show on those other men of old. If God did not show that same kindness, it might be perceived as favoritism and unjust. The Bible tells us that God is not a respecter of persons. If a person follows the Bible, he is guaranteed to have the same result as those who have done it before him. God rewards good, and He judges evil.

II. THE WORD OF GOD REVEALS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD (137-144)

A. Notice that the psalmist saw God’s righteousness in His judgments (137). As we observed in our first point, God is a just God. Next, we see that God is righteous in His judgment. While being just speaks to the Lord’s fairness and equity, His judgment speaks to His decision making. The decisions that the Lord makes are always upright. The Bible gives us many examples of the Lord’s decision making. While it’s not really possible for man to fully understand the thinking of God, there should never be any doubt regarding His judgments. After all, His thoughts are so much higher than our thoughts. Undoubtedly, we can all think of times where we have personally made poor decisions. Even the wisest and most upright man does not always make an upright decision. Throughout history, there have been many men who have questioned the decision making of God. Due to their lack of spiritual understanding, they accuse the Lord of impropriety in His decision making. Yet, if they read God’s Word like the psalmist, they would have to come to the conclusion that God is righteous. His way is always right.


B. Notice that the psalmist saw God’s righteousness in His testimonies (138). What is a testimony? It’s a formal statement. It’s a solemn attestation as to the truth of a matter. Testimonies are used in a court of law. Testimonies are given in church. God’s Word is His personal testimony. He formally states the history and well-being of mankind. He asserts to tell us what His role is in His relationship with us. He gives us an account of His Son. When one considers a testimony, they must decide whether that testimony is righteous or unrighteous. For a variety of motives, people will often give testimonies that are either false or misleading. Perhaps, they just cannot see the situation clearly because of some ill-will they have toward a person involved in the testimony. Jezebel used unrighteous testimonies to sentence Naboth to death. The Jewish leaders used unrighteous testimonies in their attempts to sentence Jesus Christ to death. Generally, we should be cautious when accepting a person’s testimony. We must decipher whether that testimony is right. When we read the Bible, there is no doubt left that God’s testimony is righteous. He has given us His formal written statement, and every word of that testimony is righteous and true.

III. THE WORD OF GOD REVEALS THE ACCESSIBILITY OF GOD. (145-160)

A. Notice that the psalmist saw the nearness of God when He studied God’s Word (145-152). In this stanza, the psalmist makes a desperate plea unto the Lord. While the psalmist addresses the Lord many times throughout this psalm, it is most visible in this closing portion. As the psalmist cried out to the Lord, he reminded himself of the nearness of God. He’s never far away from the cries of those who are in need of Him. How often does the Bible show us the nearness of God! He was there in a burning bush when He spoke to Moses. He called out to Samuel while he slept in his bed at night. He came to visit Abraham on several occasions. The Old Testament prophets all had the words of God spoken to them. The Bible shows us that God is very accessible. We even find that Satan was able to gain access to speak with the Lord when he accused Job! While there were priests during the days of the Old Testament, those priests were never meant to deprive the people of a relationship with God. If so, would David have been able to enjoy the sweet fellowship that he so often enjoyed with the Heavenly Father? 

B. Notice that the psalmist saw that God’s hand of deliverance was readily available (153-160). As mentioned earlier in the lesson, the psalmist was going through some situation of great trouble. When he prayed to the Lord, he reminded himself that God’s deliverance was readily available. While there may be times that require patient waiting, the issue is not with the delivery system. God is able to deliver us in a moment. He delivered the Hebrew children who were thrown into the fiery furnace. What would have taken place had that deliverance been delayed? We can rejoice that our God is accessible to speak to and also to receive. Thankfully, we do not have a God like the prophets of Baal. They waited all day for their “god” to show up. 

IV. THE WORD OF GOD REVEALS THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF GOD. (161-176)

A. Notice that the psalmist rejoiced in victory as he read the Word of God (161-168). Just recently in our Wednesday Bible study, we were reminded that we are to give our cares to God and then leave them there with expectation of an answer. The reason that we can do this is because the Lord is trustworthy. We would not leave such a great burden of responsibility with someone that we did not find to be trustworthy. Would you leave your child with such a person? Finding people who are trustworthy is a difficult task. King David had a very difficult time finding men that he could trust. Yet, there is One that we can always trust. As the psalmist read the Bible, he could not help but to rejoice and to praise God. He saw victory already developing in his own situation based upon what he had seen from the victories recorded on the pages of God’s holy Word.

B. Notice that the psalmist’s reliance was on the Word of God (169-176). In the first two verses of the final stanza, we find the phrase “according to thy Word.” A person’s word or promise is something that we will hold onto when we are expecting a particular outcome. Perhaps, you have heard your child say something like this: “but you said you were going to…” If a person promises and fails to deliver on enough occasions, the natural result is that you will no longer consider their word. Instead of pointing out what they said, you may instead laugh at their promises and take a “wait and see” type of attitude. The psalmist did not have that opinion of God’s Word. As he read the Bible, he probably marked every promise that God had previously made that applied specifically to his situation. If he did not believe that God would deliver, he would have not had a reason to bring these promises before the Lord. Instead, we see that the psalmist found the Lord’s Word to be trustworthy. As we read His Word, we should be reminded that God is just, He is righteous, He is accessible, and He is trustworthy.


